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22 beloved 1 Chriſty in this 
ntrance upon my Miniſtry among you, to 
deſire the 1595 thing "of all, hn Who 
wiſh well to my Labours in the Lord; AP to 
hy- the Foundation of all my Hopes, of being 
4 true and, faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, in 
this Pariſh, in the ſtrengtii and prevalency of xc 
Prayers to Almighty God, in conjunction with * 
own, for obtaining this great end. 

To which purpoſe I will endeavour to-thew y Jeu, 
from. the words of my Text theſe Three Things, 

I. The reaſon of this Duty in general, and mes 
particularly of praying for the Preacher of the” 


Goſpel that are ſet over you: 
II. In what ee things L ſhall die your 
III, How far, and upon what account, I ſhall 
22 them; even as x; — as I truſt, that I have 
good Conſcience, and i Wm all things, am Willing, 
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1 As to the firſt, the reaſon of this Duty i in 

: general, I pray conſider, | 
. That this is grounded, upon the n Ex- 
bortation of the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 2. 1. I exbort 
E. , therefore, that firſt of all, (in the firſt and chiefeſſ 
 . place) Swpplications, Prayers , Interceſſions, and 
giving thanks, be made by you, for all Men. Sup- 
"pig for the obtaining what they do want; 

rayers for the averting any Evils they ſhall fear: 
Interceſſions in times of darber ;- and Thankſgiving 
for Benefits they have receiv'd. - 

And this 1s to be done, with hard to all Men, 
Fr this, is good and acceptable in the fight of "Gai 
our "Saviour, who will have all men to be ſaved, 
E ' and to come tothe knowledge of the trutb; for: 
| ave all God's People; for we all have one God, who 

| created us ill: - amongſt which they that are come 
E t the Knowledye of the Truth in Jeſus Chrift, 
=. are that Church "which: he hath purchasd with 
is own Blood, whertof we are Menibers in Thu 
E Myſtical Body, whereof he himſelf is the Head; 
. enden of the ſame Body, 492 are 1 
Z "mourn, with them that do mourn, and to fro f far 
all that are in "trouble, N need, fithneſs, 0 
any other adverſity, "ofiied mind, both, of eftatt 
* Ad we are like ile to FG with them that di 
Fpyeſopce; and ſo to joyn with che whole Church 0 
Oo, in our Praiſes, for our Creation, Prefervi 
WE tlon, and Redemption by Jefus * wo — $44 | 
8 And to the end that we may led u gen and 
5 Pescenble Lite, in all Godlinet and Hobel), 
are exhorted in the firſt place, to I for 3 

9 all that are in Aurtonty, e N 
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and heavier are the Duties, Which God requires f 
them; and therefore, the greater need have they, 
Wers of all the Fgithful, that God may, 
give them Grace and Strength to perform their - 
parts, upon uhich the Peace and welfare of Gods 
People, both Temporal and Eternal, doth ſo very | 
„ +2 oro ig tro 2 tas 
The Conſtitution of our Church is very admi- & 
rable,. with reſpe& to this Scheme of pray ing, M 
which is here laid down by the Apoſtle. But! 
ſhall now confine my ſelf, to that part of this 
Duty, which the Apoſtle zequires in my Text; 
namely, to pray for the Miniſters of the Goſpel. 
For, as I have already ſaid, the greater and more 
dGthcult. the Duties are which God lays upon an 
of his Servants in a publick Station, the mare needed 
is there of your fervent and conſtant Prayer; that 
they may receive proportionable aids of Grace ane 
Strength, for their right performance of them; 
upon Which, your own Good and Welfare, ſo ve- 2 
ry much depending, it will be your Intereſt, as ³ 
well as it is your Duty, to pray the more ſeriauſſr. 
And there is no Profeſſion whatſoever, attended, 
think, wich greater difficultjes, or requires mere 
firmneſs of mind, vigilance and attention, and ſpi- 
ritual \ Courage, than the Preaching the Goſpel - - 
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the inward ſenſe that L have of my own Infuttle 8 

dency, Ido the more earneſtly requeſt YOur P rays _ 

7s, or my good Succeſs in my Miniſtry, amongſt 8 
Va 8: 1 2 ' N CASES | + 5 


Ii. Becauſe this will be giving an Earneſt to Al. 
_ 8& mighty God, that you do really deſire, that your 
Mmiſter ſhould perform that Good amongſt you, 
which his Holy Function doth require, for ſhew- 
ing forth the glory of God, and ſetting forward 
the Salvation of Men. And furthermore, that you 
Will be conſcientiouſly and religiouſly aſſiſting to 
bl, in all things that are in your power, for the 
cg ̃arrying on this great Work. For what Chriſtian 
dan allow himſelf to pray for that, which he doth 
not in good earneſt deſire? And what good Man 
will ſay, that he heartily deſires, what he doth 
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— * 
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--; Yor 1 5 means endeavour to obtain? 
2. There is therefore a very great ſtrength and 
1 86412 * 7 - 7 Pravers 
prevalency with God, in the united Prayers of 
fttuhe Faithful; and the Apoſtle lays a mighty ſtreſs 
upon them, 2 Cor. 1. 11. That when in his trou- 
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= les in Aſa, © He was preſs'd out of © meaſure, 
dad above his Strength; inſomuch that he deſ- 
= *<paird even of Life, and had the Sentence of 
Death in himſelf, yet God had deliver'd hin 
rom ſo great a Death; you alſo, (ſays he) help- 
E * * ing together, with your Prayers in us ; that © 
3 0 for this Gift beſtowed upon 1 : by the means, 60 
= and for the ſake, of the Interceſſion of many Per- & 
ſſons; thanks alſo may be given, and return d to 4 
God, by many Perſons, on our behalf. i. e. that I 7 
as God was the more acknowledg'd by the Prayers fe 


okt many, he ſhou'd alſo be the more glorified in} ff 
„ the Thankſgivings of thoſe many. ' +: ' | 
I To this purpoſe, he admoniſhes the Zpbeſ. 6:48. D 
Jꝙ0 pray always, with all Prayers and Supplzeations | © 
An the Spirit, and for me (lays he in e | 
P — oo: © +0 2 
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? that utterance may be given unto me, that: L. m 


r very great reaſon, God Knows, oy „ 
75 58 te | eK. 2. ; 'Y 


open my mouth boldly, to make known the n 


'of the Goff el. So alſo Col. 4. 2. Continue in 2 1 


er, withal praying alſo for us, that Gad wou 

en unto us & door of utterance, to ſpeak the A 
fn of Chriſt, for which I am alſo. in Bonds, that 
{ may make it manife ſt; as I ought to ſpeak. 

Leet this ſuffice, > ſhew. you, the reaſonableneſs 
of this Duty; and as you are Chriſtians, the ground 
I have, to expect your conſcientious . performance 


of it. As ye are true Members of our Eſtabliſh 


Church, ye cannot help doing this, whenever e 
meet in the Houſe of Prayer, Ibat the Lord „ 
le with my Spirit, in the luterceſſion ] am going to 


make, in the ſhort Suffrages, for all Eſtates of Men; 3 4 : - | 


that he wou'd 'endue bis Miniſters with Ri gbteouſe 
neſs +. That he would give to all Biſhops \ "3 Cite 
rates. the | healthful Spirit of his Grace, and pos 


he wou'd. illuminate them with the true knowledge v 
end underſtanding f his word ; and that both 
their Pretebing an Lig, they may ſet. it forth | 
end ſew it accordingly ; and that he would: give 
them his Grace, that borh by . their Lift and Dax 
Eine, they may. ſet. forth his true and livel ly word; 
ani ri F an ' du adminiſter bis Holy Sacraments. 
That ſo the 7, may ſet forth the glory of God, and 
ſet fe plan the Salvation of all On, through I 
Ju Chriſt. our. Lorl. | 
Theſe Reaſons, I fay, 1 — to race This.” 


Duty of you in my entring upon my Mimiiry-,” 
amongſt you; and I have, (as I ſhall ſhew you 2 
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upon: them, the continual dew of his bleſſing 5: that Fe : 1 
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e earneſt, in EC chis my ft \Requi | 
But, as to — whole. Mouthes' Fe more.ac-' ( 
en to Oathes and Curſes, than to holy Pray. 1 
ers, I cannot hope or expect this from them: If it 
ſhall pleaſe God to forgive them their Blaſphemy 
and Profaneſs, and their not praying for — 
I hall eaſily paſs. by their not praying for me; but 
not ſo, as not to pray for them, moſt earneſtly 
As for- them, who diſtinguiſh” themſelves by 
throwing contempt upon our Holy Order, which 
are chiefly, I hope amongſt the loweſt, and moſt 
Ignorant, (tho? there are not wanting ſome in 
bigher Stations, who ought to know better,) I 
will endeavour to inſtru& the Ignorant, if they 
are willing to be taught; and to bear with Pa. 
ttence, (but not without Pity,” for their means 
eſs and malice of Spirit,) the greateſt Contempt, 
which any in the bigheſt Sphere, ſhall pour out 
3 upon me, the "leaſt deſerving, or on any other 
3 E Jenzemen of the loweſt Degree, r for his Fun- 
Kon- fake. n ES | 

But 1 ſpeak only. to ſerious Qbriſtians, and to 
| them: chiefly, who are of our own Communion. 
Wich theſe, my Words (if they are grounded upon 
the word of God, and the Doctrine of our Church) 
will have their juſt Weight. And if there be 
po others, (as I ſuppoſe there may be many) 'who do 
belong to other Congregations, let me beſeech 
' them, in the Love of God, fo far to partake of 
my Paſtoral Care over chem, as to pray for God's 
Bleſſing upon all my Endeavors, which (hall tend 
to tlie Promoting the common Salvation ol 15 
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Bud Rags By Chriſt. 0 Fac Dochines 3 a 4 
all who call themſelves Chriſtians cannot but 
acknowledge to be neceſſary to Salvation. And if 

ſchey do not, with the, Papiſts think theinſelves 

I infallible 3 but, (as all Proteſtants do,) humbly 

believe themſelves ca pable of falling into Error; 

let them earneſtly ay to Almighty God, that 

in thoſe. things, wherein I do, and muſt. "differ 

from them in judgment, (if I was true and ſin- 

cere in the publick Profeſſion which I made before 

God, and unto you, the laſt Lord's Day,) that he 

would open their Eyes, firſt to believe that the 

may be miſtaken, and then to ſee their Errors „ 3 

that ſo with heart Repentance for their Schilm 

and Separation, t hey may come under my Mi- 

niſtry, which they cannot but acknowledge to b 

Right and Lawful, according to the Lawaick the. -.- 

Land; and according to the Laws of God alfa, . 

if my Miſſion de true, and my Doctrines ſound. 

ty II. To ſhew you thoſe things in particular, 

for which Ichiefly crave the aſſiftance of your _ "I 

„ers to Almighty God, on my behalf. 15 

| 5 That you would pray for his Grate. Uk 

0 Bs ly Spirit, to go before me always; and dire& - i 

n. me to all thoſe Duties of my Holy Profeſſion, = 

n which may be moſt for his Glory, and the go "3 

of your .own-Souls; That he would give me his 

Strength, (and ſubdue in me all thoughts af m7 

own ſufficiency,) to work with me, in performing 

the fame: And laſtly, his Grace of Tre, | 
hat I may continue in doing theſe: things, in 

1 and Holineſs, Ky my Lives end. 
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read laſt Sunday, tis not the Righteonineſs of 
Man, or Holinefs of Angels, that can add 
efficacy to the Sacraments of Chriſt; nor. is 

it the Wickedneſs of Man, or in the Power of 
Satan, to diminiſh ought of their Grace, when 
Sly almmiſired”? 1 fo fo mme 
2̃.. It being requir'd in the Chapter of my Text, 
e that'-you ſhould remember them, that have the 
Rule over you, and follow their Faiths, and 
2 that you ſhould obey them, and ſubmit yourſelves, 
e becauſe they watch for your Souls, as they 
E that muſt give Account; I earneſtly deſire your 
Prayers, that I may keep back no Truth, that 
may be profitable 1 you; nor neglect to de- 

4 clare unto you, all the Counſel of God; that 
t ſo I may be pure from the Blood of all Men: 
= Even ſuch Treths, as may, perhaps, de very ill 
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Ehr by bim 
doug Conſequence to my own Peace, to, 
with Freedom, pd Chriſtian Simcerity.; 5 Hat 
in theſe things, ye would. ſuffer, the VF 

Exhortation, and bear with N 
4 of the Preacher, as, as, he is an 


60 of yourſelves, 2 Ws 15 


It is a fundamental Principle o 
fant Religion, that no Doctrine is 3 


Salvation, but what may be prov d from the =" 


of God. If therefore 1 ſhall. 2 BY e 
every one of my Hearers hath the R 
mand from me, upon what e 
do ground that Dodtrine z and to reject 
Won nce it, if I cannot. prove; it from Je 
ing 
which-I-thall declare, as neceſſary to he 
believ'd;” or ſhall reproye for, when heglected; ; 
you wuſt needs own the Obligation you are under,to 


1 


comply with all thoſe Duties and Dactrints, which Pp 


you cannot diſapprove. the Truth of from the Holy, 
Scripture. And therefore ye ought at leaſt; i to bear 
them with Patience, how irkſome ſoever,they may 
be to your accuſing Conſciences, in the hearing them, 
In all theſe things, ye are not only ta, prays 
but alſo to ſubdue, 


mupt Affection, that way riſe in your Breaſſs, and 
deget Animoſities in weak Hearts 7 the 
Preacher: - That ſo, g aſide 4 L malie „ 


neſs, and all: guile, and e ad. enty, 2 
all. evil: ſpeaking ';, as nexw-born babes, 5 5 
re the ſincere milk of the. word, that Je 1 > 
Wereby.) 1 Pet. 2. 2; And that I may not 
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Bleſfing "df the fel, and the ſute and genu- 
1 F Me of Gocks Holy Spirit, but no where 
N as between the Paſtor and his People. 
berg both! wherever they cannot be had! 
The *Paſtor fhall be uncomfortable, in Reflecting 
upon the loſs of all his Labors; and ſo the 
- TI alſo, whenever God ſhall give them Grace, 
ſce the great Miſchiefs which their'own unrea- 
onable Prejudices, have brought upon themſelves, 
* many, many others.” Upon Which account, 1 
may fully pronounce in the Words of our Sa. 
Viour. Bl. Ned are the peace-makevs. Let all thoſe) 
== ſhall be the Diſturbers of the Peace of our 
Sion, conſider, what the Reverſe of this Bleſſing is; 
3. 1 am not only, to deſire your Prayers for 
& Squndnefs of my Mind and Judgment, that 


Dockri bur alſo (in a more eſpecial inanner 
9 my c 5 oily Featths that as St. Paul Ta 


to Thin 74 T may truſt, through your Pray: 


ers; to be given unto you, | am, "cg too fub- 
jeck to thote bodily Diſteinpers, which without 
che Mercy of God, and the affiftance' of your 


; Prayers,, mM often give too long an Interru- 
ptioh to 124 Work of 155 


my Miniſtry,” T come 
unto you, (tho' in Health, 1 bleſs God, and not 


yet) laden with thoſe: Years and former'Labors, 


- which generally do bring a Decay with them. 


Le have been ſufferers already uporl this Ac- 


count,” in the long weaknels, which occaſion d 
he _neceſfiry abſence of my Predeceſſor, * late 
WW * Reverend —_ now wich 10 fr ri 
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rine, hath been ua eee vou, and * 


1 have Treafur'd up We honeſt and good Heacrs, 1 m_ 2 
; beſeech you to remember; nd n] & he is Dead, 2 
« let him ſpeak unto your” Pray ſor me; that inn 


41 theſe things, I may be 2 follower: of him, 
as he was of Chriſt; but if it may be, (as 
t may be, by God's Bleſling,) witheut any of . i 
thoſe ſevere Maladies, which: (to his aud your . i 
Misfortune) kept him ſo long from. - you, Dub: at : 
laſt, carry d kin to everlaſting Bliss 
Laſtly, When I ſet before: my Eyes, the vaſt 


extent. o this Pariſn, of near our. Thouſaned 
Houſes,” (and yet of. many more Families in 
them; 5) the numberleſs A italles of Poor, 1 3 
ſtarving for want of Btead, and all :Neeelſariess, 1 
ſo 1d hungry Mouths, and naked Bodies, not 


ech or Cloath'd, one would thinks; wich "i 
out-a Miracle; or without. (that Which i nent 
% 2 Miracle) bringing them to Work and dw 
ſomething themſelves for theit on Suſtetanee?: 
When I conſider the many young Children 
in this populous Pariſh;: that are to be» Injhrde 
&d in the true Principles of the Cliritian Ne. 1 
lion ; for which, (let me ſpeak it to your 
Praife,) ſome very commendable Care is alresdy 
ken; and more, I truſt, ſhall be had td them: 
When I view in my thoughts, the abündaner 
of Sick always among g. u, and hear the ma- 
by .daily: Paſſiag- Bells, for he departed; and at 
de lame time, ſeriouſty reflect upom the Care 
| bn ene, commind unto me, in all theſe.” 
eee; how can een _ <2 | 
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t 1 7% wee. 0 Lord 1 holen ar thefe 
Shins" But as he ſays in the nent Chapter. 
u ſuffiizncy" 35 ef God. The Conſideration of 
1 my Beloved in the Lord; will not only 
heſpeak your earneſt Prayers for me, but alſo, your 
| theartieſFendeavors, and your moſt vigorous Appl. 
[cations to aſſiſt and ebeourage me, in this great Taſk, 


1 Therefore 1 tebommend my elf to your 


Prayers in the Words of Solomon 1 Kings 3. 9, 
That God word give'me an undes, andi — 
ee judge, but) co miniſters to 1 
for who is able to miniſter to this, hi % . þ 
ple 2, For your comfort and mine, the very 
x Words are, Thar zhe:.ſpeech': plaaſed- the 
Lord, that Solomon" 'badi aſked this: thing. La 
us-therefore: Pray, that Goll wouid + ſtrengthen 
vi with the Ho Ge. the Comforter; and dai 
/ encreaſe in me, bis manifold Gifts of Grace; 
The Ppirit of Wiſdom: and Under ſtanding, t he Spi 
Tit” of Counſel ani Ghoſtly Strength, the Spirit of 
Anoiolegge and true Guadlineſs, and fill me with 
tbe Spirit of his Holy Fear, now, and for ever. 
, In the next place, let me crave the Aff 
. Nance! of your endeavors, and heartieſt applica 
tions to be joyn'd with mine in this Work! 
When Zee (Maſers Father in Law,) ſaw the 
great Multitude of the People, to which hi 
Son adminiſtred Juſtice every day, and that the) 
ſtood” by Moſes from the Morning unto the 
Evening; he wiſely: thus adviſed him. * Thou 
12 Telf away: for this thing 
ce: thau art not able ty 
t perform it thy: ſelf alone. Hearken 
* my W fy I will give thge 
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{ y (a, and God hall; be with ther,” Thoy en 


1 ptovide out of all the People, able Men, ſuen 
Las fear God, Men of Truth, hating Covetoul- 
* neſs : And place ſuch over them. G. 89 ſhall 
Lit be eaſier for thee, and: they ſhall bear the 
Barden with thee. Every great matter, they 
# ſhall bring unto thee; but every ſmall „ 
f. 1 2 mall bring unto them, Exod. 18. 22. 


not this, to excuſe my ſelf, in any „ 
„be lone, dr ſmalleſt matters, which. do belbes 


0 my Profeſſion, but that I may, (as far as i 
en with a good Conſcience, ) lighten the great / 


and heavy Burden, by dividios it into mare 


hands," than Þ now find it in; and by making 


ſuch a ſurther Proviſion of 1 and Aſi- 


ſtants (in due time,) as may extend to che Spi: 
ritual, Wants of my Pariſtioners, in a better 
manner, than on de now had; altho N 


. Servant of Jelus- Chriſt. 7 then 
And theſe I truſt, ſhall in due ſeaſon 1 1 
pointed; ſuch as are able Men that fear God, 
Men of Truth, and hating Covetouſneſs. And if it 


mall pleaſe God, that I may live to ſee that great 


good Work accompliſh'd, (which. to the beſt, of my 


Power, and Intereſt, I will, ſolicite and forward) 


of Three more new Churches, being raiſed i in this 
Pariſh, with-their proper Miniſters ſettled; i in them, 


| ſhall then bleſs. God for his Mercies, that 
he 


bath. given to ſo many more Inhabitants, op- 
portunity to Worſhip the Lord in this Apoſtolick . 


Church, in Truth and Purity; that he hath ſent 
o many more Laborers, into this large e 
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" thub- fo- eee bored Pur ae Meetings, 
(and thereby ſeduted into Error,) their Han- 
in their own Pariſh 


know in the time 2 our late Bieſſed Queen, 


King, 
„(in His Anſwer to the Addrefs: of 


This, by the Bleſſing of God, that be my Part 
And as to yours; my-Beloved Brethren, ye have 
dy given me, very promiſing hopes, to ex- 
pect well from you; for I knew chat there are 
you, that fear God; Men of 
Truth, and hating Cobetouſpels 1 detpeak and 


all theſe things. Ye Men of _ Probity. 
ence; and Wiſdem! Be ye m 
Directors! Te that fear 


Experi- 
Counſellors and 
let me prevail 


Glory! Le Men, of Riches and Wealth, Honour 
the Lord wick your, Subſtance, as ever ye expect 
your Eftates ſhould: deform wich the MT, 
of God upon your Poſterity. ' 
How many various Obi $ arb there in this Pa! 
riſn, which” do loudly call for chis/fron-you? The, 
many poor Children, for their Nurture in the 
fear fie Lord? rhe: numberleſs Povr, deſtitute 
of all neceſſaries of Life! Many of them helpleſs, 
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e e would nor be agaſhr,to ler hi Child? MW.; 
8 loving 5 Huſband; would bear to ſee the Body of h 24 i Jl 


Vie, mangled and broken, in the place, wherein 
us they were convey'd to their ever laſting Reſt? ix 
„hich (beſides the injuries done to Bodies, hr: 
rt. hall riſe in Glory) They have as/juſt and legal x 
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Night to lye undifturb'd to the laſt day, as the E. 
ling have to be free from Violence and Moleſtation' 
of in. their own Habitations or Lands, whether they YN 

purchas'd, or receivd them by Gift. The former 1 3M 

Title have the Richer Sort to their Burial Place, 
bi. Fbich they baue paid for; and the- other Cle — 
N have the Poor for theirs for ever.. — nt 
If Chriſtianity cannot prevail with us, for Res 
hetter treatment after Death; yet let common Hu. 
manity, and known Juſtice, plead the Cauſe of the - -* 
Dead! And if even this alſo betoofardeprav'd in us 
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let the concern for our on ſafery move us; that i 
the apparent danger we are at this time rente! J 
with, by a Peſtilence from Brütte beaſts, the Ie, 
Hon may not be. taken from humane Bodies, 1 
the noiſom Stenches they ſhall. ſend forth, BoW 
their diſturbed, and every day broken up Graves 
I do with the more aſſurance, my Brethren, mk 
theſe my Requeſts unto you, at my firſt appeamaeeñ 
in this Place, in the humble confidenec th, 
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